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Promoting Learner Development Through Enhancement of Metacognition
5K ZE
G AN

Understanding learner development in foreign language learning is pivotal to
knowing their imaginations of how they are going to become useful citizens for
enhancing the nation’s reputation using the foreign language skills they have acquired.
One of the pillars of such knowledge is their metacognition of the factors involved in
foreign language learning. In this presentation, I plan to show how such attempts can
be materialised through a tripartite theoretical framework that was originally proposed
by Stanford psychologist John H. Flavell. I then explain how research and teaching can
be conducted within such a framework in order to understand these youths’ learning
experiences and, as a natural course of action, help develop their foreign language

learning capacities for effective learning.
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L2 Development of Phraseological Knowledge via Xu

SRR

[E S PN

The xu-argument based continuation task (XACT) is able to closely couple
language input with output when learners are continuing or extending an input text.
This continuation process has been found to incur alignment to the input text, and
consequently promote L2 learning. In this talk, we (actually our research group) will
report on a longitudinal study, testing the effect of a XACT on Chinese high-school
students’ development of English phraseological knowledge. We found that the
English-English continuation task was able to facilitate L2 learners’ production of more
high-frequency and strongly-associated bi- and tri-grams than the Chinese-English
continuation task over the period of five months. These findings substantiate the XACT
effectiveness in L2 development of phraseological knowledge and have useful

implications for L2 phraseological pedagogy.
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